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Call for papers for HSLG 2016
This year’s theme for the HSLG Annual
Conference, is “Advancing health library
skill sets”.
We’re looking to hear about the skillsets
required for 21st century Health
Librarians and how librarians are
acquiring them. If you are interested in
letting your Health Librarian community
know what you are up to we’d love to
hear about it.
You can choose to submit a:



Case study (30 and 20 minute
presentation slots available)
 Lightning presentation (10 minute
presentation)
 Poster (may include 5 minute
presentation – TBC)

If you are interested in presenting at the Conference, please fill out our Submission Form,
available at https://hslgblog.wordpress.com and email it to hslgevents@gmail.com with
“HSLG2016 Presentation” or “HSLG2016 Poster” in the subject line.

The HSLG Conference will be held in the Camden Court Hotel on Camden
Street, Dublin 2 on 12-13 May 2016
The closing date for submissions is Friday 11 March 2016 at 17.00
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Academic & Special Libraries and HSLG networking evening,
09 January 2016 at the Royal Irish Academy
By Louise Farragher

The Academic & Special Libraries and HSLG networking evening held annually in January has
become a favourite of mine. It’s a great chance to catch up with colleagues after the Christmas
rush, and to hear from colleagues doing interesting and innovative work. We have been lucky to
enjoy the very beautiful Royal Irish Academy as a fantastic setting for these events, for which I
am very grateful.
2016 marks the centenary of The Easter Rising, so it is fitting we heard from Dr. Sandra Collins,
director of the National Library of Ireland, about the NLI’s centenary programme for 2016. Dr.
Collins pointed out that she is not a librarian, but with a background in the sciences and digital
humanities, she is more than qualified to steer this pivotal national institution in its work to “to
collect, preserve, promote and make accessible the documentary and intellectual record of the
life of Ireland and to contribute to the provision of access to the larger universe of recorded
knowledge.”
In 2014, the NLI staged 7 major exhibitions and received over 80,000 research visits and
176,000 visitors. With over 15 million interactions through the NLI’s social media presence and
27,000 followers on Twitter, the NLI has demonstrated that even under the most difficult of
economic circumstances it has understood its mission in the context of the digital age.
NLI has an ambitious programme for 2016 and can fall back on its substantial collections of
photographs, ephemera, letters, diaries, minutes books, flyers, concert programmes, posters –
all documenting Irish life during those years of political unrest and revolution. Included in the
substantial institutional collection are:

 Draft of the rebels surrender, signed by Patrick Pearse
 MacDonagh family photo album
 Last letter of Joseph Plunkett to his wife of a few hours, Grace
 Suffrage movement – Sheehy Skeffington papers
 Lady Gregory’s life, as revealed by her nephew Sir Hugh Lane
 WB Yeats’ Abbey papers

Spring 2016

Page 2

HINT Volume 15, Issue 1
From its substantial collection, the NLI has created an interesting and valuable programme of
commemoration as part of the overall Ireland 2016 programme.
Digital Collections
There are seven digital collections related to the seven signatories of the 1916 Proclamation.
Each collection explores the NLI’s documents and photographs related to each signatory, and
provides full digital access to a remarkable amount of primary source material.
Exhibitions
The library has four major exhibitions scheduled for 2016:

 The 1916 Rising: Personalities and Perspectives
 The Signatories: Learn more about the men who signed the 1916 Proclamation
 The Rising: Experience the Easter Rising at the National Photographic Archive through its
rich photographic collections

 WW Ireland: Exploring the Irish Experience. Understand the broader context of 1916 with its
exhibition on the Irish experience of WWI
2016 Web Archiving - Remembering 1916, Recording 2016
As part of the NLI’s programme for 2016, NLI plans to record the online life of Ireland on the 100th
anniversary of 1916, capturing and preserving the content of key websites that illustrate our
thoughts and ideas in 2016.
Personally I think the Web Archive programme is the most innovative and interesting part of the
programme, and will be of great interest to historians of the future who may wish to look at back at
us and our views in 2016, looking back at one of the most significant periods of our history in
1916. Dr Collins discussed the roles and responsibilities of librarians in commemoration, and it
provoked some interesting questions and comments from the audience. Rotunda Hospital Head
Librarian Anne O’Byrne noted the role Dublin’s hospitals played in the Rising and events leading
up to the Rising, and reminded us of the Rotunda’s online exhibition and the forthcoming Birth of a
Nation exhibition in the Rotunda, to be opened in March. The exhibition will acknowledge the role
of the Rotunda and its staff and prominent medical women throughout the events of Easter 1916.
It is quite possible that many of us have a Rising connection in our own libraries and organisations
and Dr Collins’ talk encouraged me to consider what opportunities we have to bring the Rising
and its commemoration into our own little corner of the country. I came across the following
website that includes an article on the Battle of Mount Street Bridge, just down the road from the
HRB offices http://mountstreet1916.ie/ What is your library’s 1916 connection? It would be
interesting to hear what contribution Irish health libraries are making to this centenary year!

Academic and Special Libraries Annual Conference and Exhibition 2016
Smashing Stereotypes: Librarians Get Loud
Radisson Blu Royal Hotel, Dublin 8
By Grace Hillis & Noeleen Murtagh
Review of Day 1, Thursday 11 February 2016
By Grace Hillis
ASL2016 began with Laoise Doherty, member of the Organising Committee, reading a hilarious
poem which she had written herself. Do check it out! http://www.aslibraries.com/#!asl-2016smashing-the-stereotype/cjia
Keynote 1 was called “Privacy and intellectual freedom in the age of mass surveillance”. The
speaker was Alison Macrina (Founder and Director of the Library Freedom Project). Alison had
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us question whether Google and Facebook are “good” or whether we should be cautious and
consider how much information they have about us, and why. Alison spoke about whether mass
surveillance does any good. Librarians have a professional history of standing up to privacy
violation, and we learned of a failed attempt to close a library (a success story!) and how we need
to dispense with the idea of the quiet librarian. We all received a badge saying “Librarians are
Badass”; a quote from Edward Snowden (WikiLeaks).
Next up was “Who’s louder than a librarian from New York?” by Jane Burns (RCSI & UCD). Jane
shared her personal story with us. She talked about how she was told to use her voice for others
who have not found theirs. Jane found that “learning by doing” instilled in her a weird confidence,
and by helping others (e.g. reviewing students’ CVs) you will learn things too. Jane quoted advice
given to her: “No-one is expecting Shakespeare – write the paper!” And with that in mind, I’m
determined to finish this review today!
Then there was a talk by platinum sponsors IEEE. At this conference we were given an easy way
to start talking to the sponsors – a quiz where you had to answer a question at each sponsor stand.
The organisers had thought of everything! I found my confidence build as I went along.
Lightning talks (lasting 10 minutes) followed. Greg Sheaf and Estelle Gittins from TCD presented
on “Telling stories and engaging the public: experiments in online exhibitions at the TCD Library”.
By putting exhibitions online, they were discoverable from Trinity’s online catalogue. We heard that
a History of Art lecturer uses them in her teaching. This is another example of librarians getting
loud, in an alternative way by expanding their reach.
The second lightning presenters were Clare Murnane and Helena Byrne – two recent graduates
who talked on “Smashing student stereotypes: the SLIP Ireland venture”. SLIP stands for Students,
Librarians and Information Professionals. On the SLIP blog they have a reflection on a paper by a
student each month. They also do Twitter chats and have guest posts and workplace spotlights.
Parallel Case Studies were next. I went to “HEAR the Health librarians get loud!” by our own Anne
Madden (St Vincent’s Hospital) and Aoife Lawton (HSE). We were reminded to always ask why
we’re doing things. In this case the HEAR (Health Evidence Awareness Report) collaborative
newsletter is produced because clinical staff need to keep up to date, and keeping people up to
date is our core business. Of course, the newsletter is also targeted at patients and others who are
interested. The presenters described the process, positives, challenges and future aims.
Lunch was next and amazingly there was a vegetable soup which (I think!) was suitable for all
dietary requirements with the exception of those with a celery allergy. Overall the food was very
well received.
Parallel Case Study No 2 for me was Librarian as Publisher by Alexander Kouker and Conor
Murphy (DBS). They discussed imbalance in the publishing industry, and the benefits of crowd
based peer review of blogs. DBS produce their own journal which is a collaboration between
librarians, faculty and students. There are two issues a year. They did crowdfunding on fundit.ie.
I then went to a Parallel Workshop called “3 practical approaches to being seen and heard: posters,
doctoral research and peer-reviewed articles”. Laura Connaughton (Maynooth University) gave tips
on poster presentations. Mary Delaney (IT Carlow) encouraged us to go for doctoral research! But
first, how about writing a 5,000 word article for a peer-reviewed journal?! Helen Fallon (Maynooth
University) gave tips on doing such articles, e.g. invite a colleague to be a co-author and publish in
one of their journals. These are certainly ways to be heard!
We heard from three members of the Rudaí 23 team next. Niamh O’Donovan (Galway County
Libraries), Stephanie Ronan (Marine Institute Galway) and HSLG librarian Caroline Rowan (St
Michael’s Hospital) spoke on “Rudaí 23: an online course to upskill the 21st century librarian”. As a
course participant, I was really interested in getting the insider viewpoint. We learned about how
they promoted the brand of the course, anticipated FAQs in advanced, how the team hasn’t yet all
met face to face, and how there were participants from Ghana, Equador and Trinidad and Tobago
(as well as from closer to home, of course!)!

Spring 2016

Page 4

HINT Volume 15, Issue 1
Then it was time to look at the poster presentations. There were 3 by HSLG colleagues. Niamh
O’Sullivan, Caroline Rowan and myself.
I headed for home, full of enthusiasm, while most people stayed on for drinks and canapés, kindly
hosted by the A&SL Section Committee.
Review of Day 2 Friday 12 February 2016
By Noeleen Murtagh
Day 2 of the conference began with a keynote speech from Dr. Sandra Collins, Director of the
National Library of Ireland. Sandra spoke about how the value of libraries is much more than the
metrics of visitor or loan numbers. It encompasses the public good and value for money, but
acknowledged that it is hard to measure. Libraries have an enduring mission to collect, preserve
and share or in other words, get stuff, keep it safe and let people use it! We are in the midst of the
digital revolution and the National Library is involved in the digital collection of books and
research data. They are also concerned with digital preservation because, as Sandra pointed out,
just because something is published on a website does not mean it will be preserved. She
compared the burning of the Four Courts in 1922 and the destruction of public records that were
held there to the passive destruction of digital records today due to the lack of preservation
policies. The National Library carries out web archiving on a selective and thematic basis, and are
currently archiving websites dealing with the General Election 2016. The National Library is also
involved in digital sharing and engagement. However, this brings many complexities including
copyright reform and the right to be forgotten. Setting strategic priorities for a library is important
and the National Library is working on being welcoming, open, inclusive, developing digital
collections and growing their support.
Next up was a very interesting talk on radical librarianship from Kevin Saunders, University of
Bath. Academic libraries need to try new things and not stick with the status quo. Radical
librarianship seeks autonomy, collectivism & the breakdown of hierarchical structures. Kevin was
involved in creating the Radical Librarians Collective in 2013. This is a non-hierarchical group
which is open to anyone and their aim is to build solidarity for those critical of the marketisation of
libraries and the commodification of information. Further information is available from their
website at https://rlc.radicallibrarianship.org/
Proceedings turned quite sombre for Jan Parry’s talk on the role of information professionals in
the Hillsborough story. Jan was involved with an independent panel that was set up to oversee
the public disclosure of governmental and other agency documentation on events surrounding the
disaster. They gathered together the information from all the agencies involved and looked
through it in detail, bringing new information to light. A report and all the disclosed material is
available on the following website: http://hillsborough.independent.gov.uk/
We all split then for various parallel sessions. I went to Caitriona Sharkey’s talk on the social
librarian and facilitating smart communities. Librarians must be visible and show their worth.
Technology and in particular social technology can be used by libraries for collaboration projects
in an organisation. For example, Yammer can be used to post topics for staff in an organisation
to discuss, i.e. online brainstorming. Library staff can then condense the discussion into a one
page document, which is shared with all staff. Content creation such as this ensures that users
have access to the best information.
The next parallel session that I attended was on developing your creativity to engage students.
This was a great practical session and involved lots of team work and games. Peter and
Catherine recommend immersing yourself in your subject and engaging with people before you
start teaching them. They also introduced the concept of visual thinking which is a way to
organize your thoughts and improve your ability to think and communicate. It’s a great way to
convey complex or potentially confusing information.
The conference ended with four lightning talks. Mary Dunne and Mairea Nelson certainly
smashed the shy, retiring librarian stereotype with their work of drama “from shush to showcase”.
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It was very entertaining and thought provoking. Orla Nic Aodha from St Patrick’s College followed
with her challenge on the portrayal of librarians in the movies, i.e. the spinster librarian. She also
highlighted the role of women in 1916 which has been largely ignored and in some instances
airbrushed out of history. Siobhan McGuinness gave a really insightful talk on her experiences as
a library intern with the Heritage Council. Finally, Elaine Bean, Maynooth University spoke about
her new role in event management. The new library in Maynooth University has captured the
minds of staff and students alike and requests are flowing in for use of library rooms and open
spaces for all kinds of events from book launches to yoga!

Aoife Lawton and The Invisible Librarian
Congratulations to Aoife Lawton from the HSE Library on the recent publication
of her new book, The Invisible Librarian. Her book is a riposte to anyone who
wonders out loud why a librarian is needed as everything is available on the
internet.
The book looks at what librarians can do and are doing to raise their visibility,
profile and show the impact of their work. It contains case studies of what
librarians are doing across the full spectrum of librarianship and gives advice on
how to measure visibility and strategies that work to improve the visibility, value
and impact of the librarian and library.
This is a book that deserves a home in any library or indeed any librarian’s own
collection and it is great to see this book coming from a member of the Health
Library community.
Lawton, A. (2015) The Invisible Librarian: A Librarian's Guide to Increasing Visibility and Impact.
London: Chandos Publishing ISBN :9780081001714

Book review - The Library Book
By Caroline Rowan
(2012) The Library Book. London : Profile.
ISBN 9781781250051
The closure of public libraries in the UK hasn’t engendered the level of
public support one might expect. At the time I write this article, a recent
petition to protect public libraries, My Library By Right, started by CILIP
had less than 8,000 signatories. By comparison, a petition to have a newly
discovered element named in honour of the late Terry Pratchett had
almost 50,000. How disturbing that the loss of an institution which
changes people’s lives can generate so little support.
And yet, The Library Book contains vignettes from authors, actors, singers
and celebrities who all believe that libraries have value, that they matter.
The short stories they tell are of their own lives, changed dramatically by
access to libraries and books. Stephen Fry writes about the sense of
belonging which libraries gave him as a young teenager when he discovered Oscar Wilde and
other famous authors were, like Fry himself, gay. Bali Rai writes about the impact which access to
library books had on his life and escape from impoverished beginnings. There is a fabulous
recounting from Hardeep Singh Kholi about meeting his first punk in Langside Library in Glasgow.
Kate Mosse contributes a wonderfully atmospheric ghost story. Karin Slaughter argues that we
need to fight for libraries as we do for our freedom.
There are 24 short stories in this book. Some are fiction, some are factual but each of them
communicates the value and impact of libraries in real human terms and most importantly in
engaging ones. This isn’t a dull statistical tome. It is a short, inspiring, enjoyable look at an
institution which should be supported, defended and enjoyed by every member of society.
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Just MOOCin’ around
By Anne Madden
“MOOC” stands for Massive Open Online Course. My favourite source of good
quality topical MOOCs is FutureLearn (https://www.futurelearn.com/). Below is
a short summary of two of their recent courses in which I’ve participated. The
first one was Measuring and Valuing Health from the University of Sheffield. Straight away, I
liked its pedigree. Last year, the University of Sheffield ran a MOOC on HTAs (Health
Technology Assessments) and I was very impressed by its content and structure. That too was
hosted by FutureLearn.
Measuring & Valuing Health explored PROMs (Patient Reported Outcome Measures) and
QALYs (Quality Adjusted Life Years). These two measures are at the core of patient-centred
care and respecting patient preferences. As you moved through the modules you gained an
understanding about what these were, what tools were used to measure them, challenges and
ethical considerations relating to such measures and how to accommodate them. There were
five value-sets or “dimensions of health” that they took into consideration, some physical, others
psychological: mobility; self-care; usual activities; pain/discomfort; anxiety/depression. In a very
sobering exercise, participants were asked to complete the standard questionnaire which in
effect identifies at what point you would switch to palliation rather than life at all costs. This is a
link to the most recent version of the health/quality of life measurement instrument in the UK:
https://www.ohe.org/publications/valuing-health-related-quality-life-eq-5d-5l-value-set-england.
These measures are also used to help direct National health budgets – with scarce resources,
health services are looking to these patient reported measures for guidance on how best to allocate funding.
Currently, I’m on the final week (week 4) of Making sense of Health Evidence from Cardiff
University. From the outset, this course promoted a healthy cynicism in participants, starting with
a discussion on the sensationalising of health stories in the media. We learn how to distinguish
journalism from “churnalism”. Some headlines are sufficiently outrageous that we know they
can’t be right. However, the ones claiming, for instance, that chocolate and red wine are good
for you – they must be true surely?? This I’m afraid is an example of confirmation bias – we
always suspected (hoped?) they were good for us, now we’re happy to blinkeredly believe that
it’s confirmed! The very useful NHS “Behind the Headlines” service is used to illustrate services
that identify and appraise the research paper giving rise to the media story and, in plain
language, add context and rationale to the story. We go through other forms of bias, then go
deeper into the research process itself with an excellent synopsis of clinical trials and the
potential for distortion, either deliberate or as an unintended consequence. As an example of
the latter, check out “Hawthorne effect” on Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Hawthorne_effect). If this is something in which you have a strong interest, you should also take
a look at “Clinical Equipoise” and the notion of “therapeutic misconception”. To illustrate the former – well, think Ben Goldacre and the Alltrials campaign.
These MOOCs are free but some do offer an option to purchase a Certificate of Completion
once you finish all stages of the Course. I haven’t done so yet – my rationale for doing MOOCs
is to broaden my understanding on interesting or relevant issues, in a way that’s convenient (I
can do it from home) and reasonably self-paced. Being a strong advocate of CPD for all
professions, exploring this new means of training is also important. Serendipitous benefits
include interaction with an extensive demographic and their equally extensive and
wide-ranging points of view – some of my biggest Eureka moments came from comments from
participants. And, importantly, I am developing an ethic of self-motivation which is necessary to
benefit from these training opportunities.
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Five Tools for managing your own Collections
By Diarmuid Stokes
As librarians we spend most of our working days managing collections for other people. We
catalogue, issue, monitor and develop collections for them. How many of us, when we have
finished doing this for other people, go home and do it for ourselves? Hard figures are difficult
to get, but if I extrapolate from those members of the library profession that I do know I can
definitely state that loads of librarians do just that.
So I thought it might be interesting to have a quick look at some of the tools that are out there
to help manage our personal collections. How you manage your collection is a matter of
personal preference. You may want to go old school and develop your own card catalogue,
use a database programme such as Access or go high tech and install Koha and have your
own fully fledged library system.
Here are a few of the tools that I have come across that can help you manage different types
of collections.

If your collection is print books, two of the big names on the internet are LibraryThing and
Goodreads. These have been around since 2005 and 2007 respectively. They both allow you
to register your collection through search engines such as Amazon and Library of Congress.
You can rate, review and tag the books in your collection and build up reading lists of books
you want to read. They encourage a social experience allowing you to check out other
peoples' libraries, find out who has the most similar library to yours, swap reading
suggestions. They can even make reading suggestions based on what you already have in
your library. Both of these services have apps that you can download from your devices
respective app store, which as well as giving you the features available on the website allow
you to add books by using the devices’ camera to scan the books’ barcodes. How much do
they cost? Librarything has a free basic account which is limited to 200 titles. You can get a
yearly account for $5 and a life time account for $15. Goodreads is free to join.
If e-books are more your thing then an essential software package to have
on your computer is Calibre. Calibre is a free open source e-book library
management application which allows ebook readers to manage their
collection of titles and read them on their eReader of choice. It allows you to
exhaustively catalogue your collection and by using ISBNs or title/author
information can go out to the internet and bring back a range of metadata
and correct book covers. It also manages e-book conversion and syncing to
your e-book reader. It is available for Windows, OS X and Linux and works with pretty much
any e-book reader. And in case you didn’t catch it from earlier on, it’s free.
Moving on to music, Discogs calls itself the largest music
database and marketplace in the world and contains over
6 million releases, by 3.9 million artists, across over
743,000 labels. It allows you to list your own personal
collection, create wishlists for the records you would like
to add to your collection, add to Discogs an item in your
collection which isn’t in the database and also find the
next recording that you want to purchase. It is free to join and currently is browser based.
They are currently working on IOS and Android apps for the Discogs community.
Finally, your DVD collection. There are plenty of apps for curating your collection of films.
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They vary wildly in quality and price. Price ranges from free to a couple of Euros. Generally
DVDs can be added by searching by title, by typing in the barcode or by using your phone or
tablets camera to scan the barcode. The level of information that you get
can depend on how popular the movie is and where in the world it was
made, but you can always go in and add the level of detail that you feel is
essential. A handy feature is that many of the apps allow you to manage
who you lend your DVDs to. No app however has a fines system for
overdue DVDs. An oversight I hope will be rectified soon. I’m currently using
an app called iCollect Movies Pro which does everything mentioned above.
One note of caution is that whichever app you get make sure that it offers
some way of exporting your data either in an excel format or hosting it on
the developer's website. If you change your phone and reinstall your app you won’t get your
collection details back automatically.
There are plenty of options out there, no matter what you collect, to help you keep control of
your growing collection. If you have found an alternative to anything mentioned above that you
are using and that you feel is fantastic let us know and we can update this article with your
suggestions.

The Librarian as Researcher
By Genevieve Larkin

Rosarie Coughlan.
Image by Caroline Rowan—CC-BY-NC

On 17 December 2015, Rosarie Coughlan (Scholarly Publishing Librarian at Queen’s University,
Kingston, Ontario, Canada) facilitated a custom-made HSLG workshop “The Librarian as
Researcher” in UCD, Belfield, which was well-attended and enjoyed by a mix of librarians from
different sectors. In her current role, Rosarie manages the University library’s journal hosting
service and institutional repository and coordinates library support to graduate students and
post-doctoral fellows. Her previous roles include Information Literacy Co-ordination Librarian at
Concordia University, Montreal, and Research support Librarian at NUI Galway.
The first part of the day was dedicated to the theme of ‘Librarian as Researcher’ and began with
Rosarie describing the key differences between academic librarianship in Ireland and North
America, including the obligation for librarians to publish when seeking tenure in North American
Universities and the right to ‘academic freedom’ that faculty (and librarians) enjoy in some
institutions. ‘Academic freedom’ allows researchers to develop, explore and disseminate research
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“regardless of prescribed or official doctrine and without limitation or constriction by institutional
censorship.” This stimulated an interesting discussion on whether librarian-led research is valued in
the same way as that of other researchers, and how we can balance institutional priorities and
individual research priorities given time constraints and other professional commitments.
Workshop participants discussed current research plans and the reasons why they personally
engaged in research – which revolved around the desire to ground practice in evidence-based
decisions and to affect positive change within health, education and special library contexts. Many
participants felt that the professional development and research that they undertook had to be
carefully balanced with supporting the research needs of scholars and practitioners in our
organisations.

Rosarie described practical steps in the research process - from forming effective research
questions and choosing a research methodology (be it quantitative, qualitative or critical and
theoretical), to planning and setting short-term, intermediate and long-term goals. In terms of
research dissemination, she emphasised the importance of knowing your message, whom you
want to hear it, and the best channels for making that happen.
The afternoon session focused on the opportunities and challenges encountered by libraries in
their new role as publishers. A brief overview of the landscape revealed that 124 library publishers
are listed in the Library Publishing Directory (with only 13 outside North America). Rosarie went on
to outline her own experience of running a journal hosting service at Queen’s University Library.
The open journals system at QU is a free and instant way for members of the research community
(both academics and students) to set up scholarly journals and submit articles or conference
proceedings to aid open access and long-term preservation. Alongside providing the software, the
library supports the publishing workflow by offering guidance in key areas of DOI minting,
registration for ISSN and with cross-ref, indexing and abstracting in databases, and advice on
copyright. Challenges faced included the clarification of policies, the management of userexpectations, the lack of traditional impact factors, the inflexibility of available journal hosting
software and the overall sustainability of such initiatives.
The day ended with an exploration of the role of librarians within emerging models of digital
scholarship. Participants left armed with ideas for research projects, a better understanding of how
to streamline questions, and some practical and immediate steps for getting started on the
research journey.
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Welcome to the World of Library Bars
By
Niamh O’Sullivan
Booze and books just go together. Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Mailer…just about every single author
ever—there’s a connection between fine spirits and fine words. And there are a handful of bars that
make that connection quite literally, by serving their drinks amidst stacks of the world’s best literature. They’re library bars—cosy, often dark and kind of quiet watering holes where you can get a
classic cocktail and thumb through a classic novel. Check out the gallery for several of the most
picturesque library bars, and imagine yourself drinking Scotch in a place with many leather-bound
books that smells of rich mahogany.
http://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2016/02/welcome-to-the-world-of-library-bars.html
Do you have your own favourite Library Bar?
Send us a picture at contacthslg@gmail.com and we’ll include them in the next issue of HINT

The Library Bar, The Spencer on Byron Hotel, Auckland, New Zealand.
Photo by Caroline Rowan
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Dates for your diary
12-13 May 2016 HSLG Annual Conference 2016 “Advancing health library skill sets”, Camden Court
Hotel on Camden Street, Dublin 2
1-2 June 2016 CONUL Annual Conference 2016 “Going Further Together: Collaboration in Irish
Academic and Research Libraries”, Sheraton Athlone Hotel
6-11 June 2016 15th European Association for Health Information and Libraries (EAHIL) Conference
“Knowledge, Research, Innovation...eHealth”, Seville, Spain
10 June 2016 DBS Library Annual Seminar, Dublin Business School, Aungier Street, Dublin 2
27 June WRSLAI Annual Seminar
15-16 September 2016 Health Libraries Group Conference 2016, The Scarborough Spa,

Don’t forget!
12-16 June 2017
The 12th International Congress of Medical Librarians,
incorporating the EAHIL Workshop will be taking place
in Dublin Castle.
Start planning your presentations now!

This is your HINT!
If you would like the opportunity to publish a conference report, review a book, share a Day
in Your Life, highlight a project you are working on in your library, or open a discussion on a
Health Science Library topic... Here’s your chance!
Contact the Editorial Team.

HINT is the newsletter of the Irish Health Sciences Libraries Group of the
Library Association of Ireland.
It is compiled & produced by the HINT Editorial Team.
Suggestions for content are always welcome so please send your ideas and
submissions to: Diarmuid.Stokes@ucd.ie or caroline.rowan.library@gmail.com
All material in this newsletter is copyright © 2015.
This newsletter may be quoted or forwarded if the quoted or forwarded passage
is attributed to the newsletter.
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