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Look 
familiar ? 



Why 
research ? 

× Advancement personal / professional   
× Contribution to field 
× Advancement of knowledge 
× Scientific & technological advancement  
× Impact (not just Journal Impact Factor)
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× Lack of citation = Medicine 12% Humanities 82% natural 
sciences 27%, social sciences 32%* 

× Impact doesn’t happen without access 

× Access = Visibility = Impact 

× No one wants their research to end up in a black hole 

× Publically funded research should be publically 
accessible 
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Visibility / Invisibility   

*Larivière, V.; Gingras, Y.; Archambault, E. (2009) The decline in the concentration of citations, 1900–2007 Journal of the 

Association for Information Science and Technology Vol. 60 (4) pp 858 – 862  



“Open access contributions must satisfy two conditions: The 
author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all 
users a free, irrevocable, worldwide, right of access to, and a 
license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the work 
publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any 
digital medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper 
attribution of authorship …”
Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities

Released October 22, 2003

5

Open access = Free    
× Driven by the desire for research to be free to access 

× Without paywalls or subscriptions

× Author retains their copyright   



Open access to research is an ethical issue 
“Although OA does not ensure full knowledge 
transfer from research to practice, limiting public 
access can negatively impact implementation and 
outcomes of health policy and reduce public 
understanding of health issues” 

Smith, E., Haustein, S., Mongeon, P., Shu, F., Ridde, V., Larivière, V., 2017. 
Knowledge sharing in global health research – the impact, uptake and 
cost of open access to scholarly literature. Health Research Policy & 
Systems 15 (73)
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Origins of Open access – 1. preserving and making research 
accessible 
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× Health and scientific researchers led the OA movement

× Repository for physics publications (1991) 

× PubMed Central – An Open access archive of medical publications (2000) 

× The NIH Public Access Policy 2005 ensures that the public has access to the 
published results of NIH funded research. It requires scientists submit final peer-
reviewed journal manuscripts resulting from NIH funds to the digital archive 
PubMed Central on acceptance for publication. The Policy requires papers are 
accessible to the public on PubMed Central no later than 12 months after 
publication 

http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm
http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/


Origins of Open Access – 2. Publishing Models

Who owns and profits from scholarly publication? 

× Increasing publishers profits; ‘annual revenues generated from English-language 
STM journal publishing are estimated at about $10 billion in 2013, (up from $8 billion 
in 2008) (Ware & Mabe, 2015) 

× ‘The scholarly journals market is worth some $10 billion per annum with the majority 
of revenues earned by scientific, technical and medical publishers. The proportion of 
open access content is rising, but the OA market remains small at only $500m per 
annum, or 4- 6% of the total market value’ (Johnson et al 2017) 

× Traditional models = Pay to publish & pay to access  (via subscriptions) … doesn’t 
add up 
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Green Route 

Deposit final peer 
reviewed version in a 

Repository (e.g.Lenus) 
embargo may apply 

Original Flavours of Open Access 

Gold Route 

Pay an Article Processing 

Fee to publisher – article 

is published without delay
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Steps to publishing in Open access  



Green beats gold 
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‘Having a green copy of a paper is the most impactful 
research communication strategy overall and the best 
strategy in 19 fields out of 22’’  
Archambault, E.; Côté, G.; Struck, B. & Voorons, M. ‘Research Impact of Paywalled 
versus Open Access Papers’ https://www.1science.com/1numbr/

https://www.1science.com/1numbr/
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• IReL 2004 – Higher education institutions consortia for access to resources 
2006 TCD TARA institutional repository launched – development of Institutional 
repositories across third level institutions        
• RIAN aggregated repository portal launched in 2010  

• National Principles for Open Access Policy statement launched in 2012
Ireland as of 2015 has one of the highest rates of green OA publishing in the European 
Union (15.8%) (Lawton & Flynn, 2015)  

• National Open Research Forum (NORF) (2017) work to define development of open 
research agenda. Deliver national approach to open research  

• HRB Open research platform launched (2017) Open peer review   
• September 2018 SFI one of 10 European Funder signatories of cOAlition S/Plan S

to make full and immediate Open Access to research publications a reality by Jan 
2020   

Open Access development in Ireland  



Changing landscape  

‘With effect from 2021, all scholarly publications 
on the results from research funded by public or 
private grants provided by national, regional and 
international research councils and funding 
bodies, must be published in Open Access 
Journals, on Open Access Platforms, or made 
immediately available through Open Access 
Repositories without embargo’

Plan S 10 Principles https://www.coalition-
s.org/10-principles/
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https://www.coalition-s.org/10-principles/


National Framework 

× endorsed by the Irish 
government

‘All Irish scholarly publications 
resulting from publicly 
funded7 research will be 
openly available by default 
from 2020 onwards and will be 
accessible on an ongoing
basis’   

14



“The importance of open archives and repositories for hosting 
research outputs is acknowledged due to their sustained role in 
enabling open access over many years, their archiving and long-
term preservation function, and their potential for editorial 
innovation’’

National Framework on the Transition to an Open Research 
Environment

Role in enabling irish open research  
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Repository = infrastructure & enablement   

Gold
Green
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‘ensure that a complete final version of each publication is made accessible and preserved via an online 
repository maintained by an academic institution, scholarly society, government agency, or other well-
established organisation that seeks to enable open access, unrestricted distribution, interoperability, 
fault tolerance, immutability, and long-term archiving’  National framework 

Repository 



4 Million 
Search sessions 2017 -2018 

Users 2017 - 2018
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1.4 Million  
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Why do we research ?  Research to practice to 
service   

‘It was important to me to ensure this research is 
wide reaching and accessed by as many people to 
improve the supports available for people bereaved 
by suicide…
It was great to be able to tell them – it is available at 
this link anybody can access it – you don’t need a 
[library] subscription’     

Ailbhe Spillane, HSE Open Access research awards overall winner 2018 
Article :  “What are the physical and psychological health effects of suicide bereavement on family 
members? An observational and interview mixed-methods study in Ireland.’ available at 
https://www.lenus.ie/handle/10147/623894
Interview at https://soundcloud.com/user-896687678/ailbhe-spillane-winner-oa-awards-2018

https://www.lenus.ie/handle/10147/623894
https://soundcloud.com/user-896687678/ailbhe-spillane-winner-oa-awards-2018
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Laura.ferris@hse.ie
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