
What is Plan S?



cOAlition S

A group of International and national 
research funding organisations, with the 
support of the European Commission and 
the European Research Council including:
• SFI
• Wellcome Trust
• European Research Council
• Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation





Plan S

• Plan S consists of one target and 10 principles.



Target-By 2021

All scholarly publications on the results from 
research funded by public or private grants 
provided by national, regional and international 
research councils and funding bodies, must be 
published in:
• Open Access Journals
• on Open Access Platforms
• or made immediately available through Open 

Access Repositories without embargo.



The Plan S Principles (1)

1. Authors /institutions retain copyright to their publications, 
preferably the Creative Commons Attribution license (CC BY)

2. The Funders will develop robust criteria and requirements OA 
services

3. In cases where high-quality Open Access journals or platforms 
do not yet exist, the Funders will provide incentives to establish 
and support them and support Open Access infrastructures 
where necessary;

4. Where applicable, Open Access publication fees are covered by 
the Funders or research institutions, not by individual 
researchers; it is acknowledged that all researchers should be 
able to publish their work Open Access;



The Plan S Principles (2)

5. The Funders support the diversity of business models for 
Open Access journals and platforms. Open Access fees 
must provide value for money and be transparent to 
inform standardisation and capping of payments of fees;

6. The Funders encourage governments, universities, 
research organisations, libraries, academies, and learned 
societies to align their strategies, policies, and practices.

7. The above principles shall apply to all types of scholarly 
publications, though for monographs and book chapters 
may take longer and require a separate and due process;



The Plan S Principles (3)

8. Funders will phase out support for the ‘hybrid’ model of 
publishing;

9. The Funders will monitor compliance and sanction non-
compliant beneficiaries/grantees;

10. The Funders commit that when assessing research outputs 
during funding decisions they will value the intrinsic merit 
of the work and not consider the publication channel, its 
impact factor (or other journal metrics), or the publisher.



Open Access publishing venues 
(journals or platforms)

Subscription venues 
(repository route)

Transition of subscription 
venues 
(transformative arrangements)

Route
Authors publish in an Open 
Access journal or on an Open 
Access platform.

Authors publish in a subscription journal 
and make either the final published 
version (Version of Record (VoR)) or the 
Author’s Accepted Manuscript (AAM) 
openly available in a repository.

Authors publish Open Access in 
a subscription journal under a 
transformative arrangement.

Funding
cOAlition S funders will 
financially support publication 
fees.

cOAlition S funders will not financially 
support ‘hybrid’ Open Access publication 
fees in subscription venues.

cOAlition S funders can 
contribute financially to Open 
Access publishing under 
transformative arrangements.

Routes to publication



Routes to compliance



What about data?

• Although the Plan S principles refer to peer-
reviewed scholarly publications, cOAlition S 
also strongly encourages that research data 
and other research outputs are made as open 
as possible and as closed as necessary. 

• The early sharing of research results through 
preprints is also strongly encouraged.



HRB Open Research – a funder 
platform for open access research



Ireland and NORF  

1. The National Open Research Forum (NORF) has been established to 
deliver an Irish agenda for open research. 

2. Co-chaired by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) and the Health 
Research Board (HRB) with secretariat from the Department of 
Business, Enterprise and Innovation (DBEI).

3. In July 2019 Minister John Halligan launched Ireland’s National 
Framework on the Transition to an Open Research Environment.

4. The Framework is a key deliverable of the National Open Research 
Forum (NORF), which was set up in 2017 to bring together key 
members of the research community to drive Ireland’s open research 
agenda as set out in Innovation 2020, Ireland’s research and 
development, science and technology strategy.
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