
Mind the Gap! 
Mapping reviews and Evidence Gap Maps

Louise Farragher

Ailish Farragher

Caitríona Lee



hrb.ie

Outline
• What are Evidence Gap Maps?

• Roles for information specialists and health librarians

• Technology

• Guidance

• References



hrb.ie

HRB Evidence Centre
• The Health Research Board (HRB) is a State Agency under the Department of 

Health. We support and fund health and social care research and provide evidence 
to inform policy and practice.

• HRB Evidence Centre, established in 2010, comprises a multidisciplinary team of 22 
staff, including 5 information specialists, and conducts evidence syntheses 
commissioned by the Department of Health to inform health policy. 

• We also contribute to HRB’s key role in drugs and alcohol by running the HRB 
National Drugs Library, commissioning research and monitoring the national drugs 
and alcohol strategies, and by acting as the designated Irish Focal Point for the 
European drugs agency, the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction (EMCDDA).
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Recently published reviews
• The efficacy and safety of medicinal cannabis in adult populations: An evidence review 

(2024)

• Primary prevention of dental caries: An evidence review (2023)

• Cost, safety, and environmental impact of reprocessing single-use medical devices. A 
systematic review and meta-analysis (2023)

• Impact of community water fluoridation on systemic health excluding oral health. An 
evidence review (2022)

• Promoting workplace health and well-being through culture change. An evidence review 
(2022)

• Management of non-cavitated and cavitated caries in primary, permanent, and mixed 
dentition. An evidence review (2022)
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Recently published reviews cntd
• Linking care bands to resource allocation for home support and long-term residential care. 

An evidence review (2021)

• Reablement in the home for people aged 65 years and over: components, effectiveness, 
and influencing factors. An evidence review (2021)

• Housing with Support for Older People. An evidence review (2021)

• Harms and benefits of e-cigarettes and heat-not-burn tobacco products. A literature map 
(2020)

• Electronic cigarette and smoking cessation. An evidence review (2020)

• Electronic cigarette use and tobacco cigarette smoking initiation in adolescents. An 
evidence review (2020)
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Source: McCarthy et al 2020



hrb.ie

Definitions

Source: Campbell et al (2023) Mapping reviews, scoping reviews, and evidence 
and gap maps (EGMs): the same but different— the “Big Picture” review family. 
Systematic Reviews 12 (1):45
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Definitions

Source: Campbell et al (2023) Mapping reviews, scoping 
reviews, and evidence and gap maps (EGMs): the same but 
different— the “Big Picture” review family. Systematic 
Reviews 12 (1):45
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Definitions
• Evidence and gap maps (EGMs) are an innovative way to visualise the 

evidence and gaps in the evidence base relating to a defined topic area. 
(UNICEF office of Research)

• EGMs are a systematic evidence synthesis product which display the 
available evidence relevant to a specific research question. The scope of a 
map is generally broader than that of a systematic review. (White et al 
2020)

• EGMs are used to identify gaps requiring filling with new evidence, 
collections of studies for review and increase the discoverability and use of 
studies by decision-makers, research commissioners and researchers. They 
also highlight reviews which can be used to generate higher-level evidence 
products such as guidelines. (White et al 2020)
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Source: White et al 2020
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Filters
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Filters



hrb.ie



hrb.ie

Technology
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Steps

• Develop the framework

• Protocol

• Searching

• Screening

• Data extraction

• Data visualisation

• Final report and publication 
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Roles for Information specialists

• Information specialists select the information sources

• Develops search strategies

• Conduct the searches

• Record and report the results

• Work with team to develop the map, including implementing the coding 
framework
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Guidance

Source: Pixabay
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Campbell conduct standards 1-32
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Guidance for searches
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