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https://codebots.com/artificial-intelligence/history-of-artificial-intelligence 
[10/03/2026 last accessed]

https://codebots.com/artificial-intelligence/history-of-artificial-intelligence


1956 DARTMOUTH COLLEGE SUMMER 
RESEARCH PROJECT ON AI

Prior to this people used the 
terms  cybernetics, automata 
theory, information 
processing and referred to 
‘thinking machines’



Governing AI (2023)

Academic paper, 2023 
https://policyreview.info/articles/governing-artificial-intelligence-media-and-communications

-sector 



Multi-level framework: 
AI in the Media & Comms sector



Systematic Review Tools
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Setting the Scene short talk

5 mins Algowatch project workshop intro 
10-min Setting the scene topics:

1. How algorithms are linked to mis- and dis-information?
2. Why is it important that students and their teachers understand how 

algorithms and AI work?
3. Introduce 4 topics/themes where mis and disinformation are important to 

consider (eg. health and wellbeing, climate, democracy and citizenship, 
online relationships). 
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Workshop Goals
Understand how algorithms and AI impact the information we see online,
including how they can be used in the creation of mis and disinformation. 

 
Explore and Engage with interactive digital resources (‘eye openers’, quizzes and 
a digital game) designed to improve algorithmic and AI literacy (for ages 13+). 

 
Reflect on how this knowledge, and these resources, can be used to support critical 
thinking about the ethical and effective use of algorithms and AI in libraries and 
everyday life. 
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1. Concepts and 
activities
CORE DEFINITIONS



Opening Discussion
● Top two uses of AI in libraries
● Top two concerns using AI in libraries
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All resources draw on European Digital 
Competence Framework 2.2 for citizens
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See our framework at https://algowatch.eu/resources/competency-framework/ 

See original framework at https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en 

https://algowatch.eu/resources/competency-framework/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


Algorithms
 On digital platforms, algorithms are 
tools that select what content is 
displayed for users based on 
relevance and preferences. 
(European Commission, 2022a)

Two Key Types

 Recommendation algorithms 
–(highlight personalized content 
according to each user's 
preferences)

 Ranking algorithms (classify the 
results proposed to the user in 
order)



Algorithms
Recommendation algorithms 
display results, following your 
reactions and navigation history. 



Algorithms display results based upon 
(esp if you are logged in!) 

Your past 
browsing 

history

The media you 
have skipped

The media you 
have liked

Posts you have 
shared on social 

media 

Your personal 
playlists

Your location



Engagement 
and well 
known icons



Browsing & User 
Profiles

 Act of looking through or scanning information, 
usually online, without a specific goal in mind. 
It’s like casually exploring websites, social 
media, or videos to see what interests you or to 
discover new things.

  (Oxford Learner's Dictionaries)

Your browsing preferences and navigation 
habits are compiled in your user profile by 
the search engines and social media 
algorithms.
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Echo 
chamber
 Environment in which the opinion, 
political leaning, or belief of users 
about a topic gets reinforced due to 
repeated interactions with peers or 
sources having similar beliefs and 
ideologies.

 (European Commission, 2022a)



Filter bubble
 A situation in which people only 
hear or see news and information 
that supports their existing beliefs 
and preferences.

 This effect can be heightened 
online depending on which persons 
or what pages users choose to 
follow or connect with, as well as 
algorithms displaying content 
based on past online behaviour, 
preferences, and settings.

 (European Commission, 2022a)



Machine 
learning and 

AI
 The ability of a 
computer system to 
learn, extract patterns 
and change in 
response to new 
data, without the help 
of a human being.

 (European Commission, 2022)



AI

Deep 
Learning and 

AI 
‘Deep learning is a subfield of AI 
that focuses on creating large 
neural network models that are 
capable of making accurate 
data-driven decisions. Deep 
learning is particularly suited to 
contexts where the data is complex 
and where there are large datasets 
available.’ 

Kelleher, J. D. (2019:pg 1) Deep 
Learning. MIT Press Fundamentals 
Series. 

AI

Machine 
learning

Deep 
Learning

Gen AI



Engaging with a Gen 
AI using Prompts

 Can you write a [.......]?

      In the style of 



AI systems

AI systems outputs can be 
difficult to distinguish 
from content created by 
humans

Prompt: can you write a 
poem in the manner of 
Paul Verlaine that 
evokes 
the risks of 
disinformation for 
democracy?



Prompt
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Draw me a person with a 
disability
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AI systems
 Artificial Intelligence 
refers to computer 
programs that 
seek to imitate 
how humans solve 
problems,  analyze 
data, create, have 
conversations, etc.

AI systems results can be 
difficult to distinguish 
from content created by humans

Prompt: can you write a 
poem in the manner of 
Paul Verlaine that 
evokes 
the risks of 
disinformation for 
democracy?
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UCD report - Countering Misinformation

https://digitalpolicy.ie/publication/report-resisting-hate-and-navigating-agitation-irish-public-library-staff-stand-united-against-reactionary-challenges-to-lgbtq-materials/ 

https://digitalpolicy.ie/publication/report-resisting-hate-and-navigating-agitation-irish-public-library-staff-stand-united-against-reactionary-challenges-to-lgbtq-materials/


You should 
compare the 
results of 
different LLMs 



And consider



Activity 1: My Digital Footprint 

1. Open Facebook / Instagram/ Tiktok on your device

2. Search - “famous paintings”

3. Is your feed the same as mine? Why are they different? 



My 
Digital 
Footprint
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Spot any AI 
generated/ 
synthetic 
images?



Reflect: Your Digital Footprint 

1. Why are the different accounts giving different feeds?
 

1. Why is important that we and our users know how the 
internet is giving us a personalised experience?

2. What if the search had been on a browser and had 
been your library’s account? What has the algorithm 
learned about us?



Activity 2: Being an Active User

Open a post on your social media that you either want to: 

• Indicate you are not interested
OR

• Block or Report the content

(OR Search for ‘oak tree’ on Facebook, Instagram, X, Tiktok etc.)



How to Report a post?
1. Choose one specific post on your profile suggested by the platform 

that is not relevant (or of not interest) to you. 
2. Click on three dots.

3. Choose ‘not interested’ or ‘report’. 
4. If you choose REPORT, you can choose one of 16 different content 

categories the most suitable for the content you are reporting. 
5. Close the app and open it again. 
6. The content similar to one reported or not interested will not 

appear the next time you use the app. 



Reflect: Being an Active User

• By being an active user - you can affect the ALGORITHM.

• What happens when you do the opposite and like/comment 
those posts consistently?



Activity 3: Generative AI (Gen AI) 

Creating an image with Gen AI programme:

1. We are going to create an image of your choice using 
https://gemini.google.com/app or www.chatgpt.com  

2. Give us prompt ideas 

https://gemini.google.com/app
http://www.chatgpt.com


Reflect: Generative AI (Gen AI)

• How can you judge if an image is authentic?
• Where can we use this type of content? Does it need to be 

referenced as a source for example?

• Would this be possible without AI? Is it ethical? 
• How about if these are not so nice images that are being 

created? What about mis and disinformation?



Setting the Scene short talk

5 mins Algowatch project workshop intro 
10-min Setting the scene topics:

1. How algorithms are linked to mis- and dis-information?
2. Why is it important that students and their teachers understand how 

algorithms and AI work?
3. Introduce 4 topics/themes where mis and disinformation are important to 

consider (eg. health and wellbeing, climate, democracy and citizenship, 
online relationships). 
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 Algowatch resources for educators & students

● Ice-breakers and 
activities

● Quizzes on 4 themes
● A fact checking 

adventure video game
● Posters
● Powerpoints 
● All in 4 languages
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https://algowatch.eu/host/activities/quizz/en/health_and_well_being/#/


2. Exploring the quizzes
https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/ 

https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/
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Playing the quizzes
Accompanying document on website(proposed activities, competences addressed, correct answers, feedback provided to the 
player for correct and incorrect answers) available at https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/ 

https://algowatch.eu/host/activities/quizz/en/health_and_well_being/#/
https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/
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3. Eunopia: Mission AI videogame
FACT-CHECK VIDEOGAME

Learn how algorithms work and learn how to check rumours



Quizzes

1. Started with the European Digital Competency Framework - what digital 
skills should European citizens know.

2. Choose 4 themes where we can explore the potential impacts of mis and 
disinformation  (eg. health and wellbeing, climate, democracy and 
citizenship, online relationships) - the last one developed with TY students in 
Ireland.

3. Quizes developed for use in classrooms in line with 3 other European 
countries and translated into FR, CR and PT

4. Lets try out a quiz - go to https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/ 
5. All feedback welcome 
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https://algowatch.eu/resources/quizzes/


Findings from co-creation with teens

Top Games
● 10%  -  Roblox
●    7%  -  Minecraft
●    6%  -  Fortnite
●    6%  -  FIFA
●    5%  -  GTA

Platforms - Available On
● 60%  -  Console / PC
● 40%  -  Mobile
●    9%  -  Card & Board

Modes
● 81% Have Single-Player modes
● 71% Have Multiplayer modes
● 37% Primarily Single-Player
● 30% Primarily Multiplayer

Top Genres
● 50%  -  Action
● 27%  -  Shooter

● 22%  -  Adventure
● 19% -  Base Builder

● 17% -  Creative

● 16% -  Survival, Driving

Top Mechanics
● 49%  -  Combat
● 29%  -  Exploration
● 24%  -  Sandbox
● 17%  -  Crafting

Top Themes
● 24%  -  Fantasy
● 12%  -  Sci-Fi
● 10%  -  Zombies, Sports, War

Top Styles
● 40%  -  Bright
● 19%  -  Narrative
● 12%  -  Fast Paces



Playing 
Eunopia
 Set on the alien planet of Eunope, the 
game follows the journey of the 
protagonist, Alia, as they help the 
Eunopeans uncover and understand 
the influence of algorithms and AI in 
their daily lives.

 The game’s objective is to uncover 
the truth behind various rumours 
received by the player while 
interacting with the aliens. 

 Each rumour provides a series of 
clues that the player must investigate 
and piece together to reveal the 
reality.

 The minigame mode focuses on 
exploring how algorithims build your 
user profile.
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Videogame trailer
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Adopted, August 2024, in force Aug 2026



European AI Act, 2024. 
coming into force August 2026

 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1689/oj/eng 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1689/oj/eng




Meanwhile 2026 – AI Corporate red 
lines Ethics & the US Military 
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/anthropic-pentagon-military-ai-claude-b2931365.html



Reflect 



Recap on algorithms

1): Algorithms and fake news/content sometimes can cause harm 
and destabilize social institutions

2): Not all algorithms are the same (e.g. ranking, recommendation, 
prediction) and we can learn how to control them.

3) It is important to (fact) check and see who created the content

Remember that people who make algorithms are mostly interested 
in making profits and/or influencing politics. 



Recap on AI

1): check the quality of information input/data into any AI system 
2): always conclude your prompt by asking the AI for its source (and 
double-check it)
3): avoid relying on a single AI system (not just ChatGPT, but  also 
Gemini, Llama, Mistral, …)

Remember that AI systems are a tool and can be both biased and 
wrong. They cannot think, …)



Eunopia: Mission AI
Designed to empower students to evaluate critically the information they encounter through algorithmic 
recommendations, rankings, and generative AI.



See toolkit at www.algowatch.eu
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http://www.algowatch.eu

